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made progress toward the goal of ensuring greater certainty in getting
state permits for port development plans, has avoided investment in
redundant port facilities, and has made sure that port access needs
receive priority in the metropolitan transportation planning agency's
short- and long-range capital plans. The committee recommends that
MPOs consider both development and environmental needs in port
regions when analyzing port access needs. The ability to exercise
these opportunities may require specific state action to enable and
empower regional planning organizations to develop and implement
regional plans; where required, states should grant such authority
(Chapter 5).

States such as Massachusetts and California have developed more
stringent state and local zoning ordinances that have been used to
protect maritime uses on waterfront land. The committee recom-
mends that states, coastal zone management agencies, and local gov-
ernments develop similar zoning regulations and ordinances where
appropriate (Chapter 4).

Ports

Many cities developed around their ports. As these cities have grown
and diversified their economic bases, the contributions of ports to the
local and regional economy may have become less apparent. Port
officials should be actively educating local elected officials and com-
mercial, neighborhood, and environmental groups about the trans-
portation needs of ports, the roles ports play in moving international
commerce and providing for national defense, and the economic
benefits ports give to their cities and regions (Chapter 7).

Port development plans and transportation needs in urbanized
areas often conflict with the interests of neighborhood groups op-
posed to traffic noise and congestion. Groups concerned with pro-
tecting the neighborhood, environmental, and historical qualities of
their communities have become much more involved in local plan-
ning. Because of the power that local governments have over zoning
and land use planning decisions, local zoning board hearings are
typically the point at which transportation concerns are weighed
against preservation goals. Rather than attempting to resolve such
difficult choices in an adversarial hearing, some cities are relying on
multiparty negotiation processes. Port officials could advance their